Utah PTA
HEA 2015-1

SCREENING AND IDENTIFICATION OF LEARNING-RELATED VISION PROBLEMS
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WHEREAS, There exists a direct correlation between the ability to see and the ability to learn; "

WHEREAS, Multiple, different visual skills and abilities, such as eye focusing, eye tracking, eye
teaming, visual perceptual skills, and visual motor integration, are necessary for successful
learning in the modern classroom; *° and deficiencies in these skills are recognized as
being a major contributing factor in a student’s poor academic performance; > *’ and

WHEREAS, More than 10 million school-aged children suffer from undiagnosed vision problems that
affect their ability to learn, ranging in prevalence between 1 in 20 and 1 in 4; **'“'" and

WHEREAS, The current method of school vision screenings, which has been used since the 1800’s, test
for only one visual skill-distance visual acuity-leaving most visual skill deficiencies
undiagnosed; > * and

WHEREAS, Upon detection, treatment for a deficiency in visual skills, ranging in nature from
specialized glasses, with lenses not used for correcting nearsightedness or farsightedness, to
home- or office-based therapy, are non-invasive, and effective; 12.13.1% how, therefore, be it

Resolved, That Utah PTA, with its constituent organizations, encourage the education of teachers,
parents, guardians, volunteers, school administrators, etc., about the various visual skills
needed in the classroom, screening for visual skills deficiencies, and treatment options for
such learning-related vision problems; and be it further

Resolved, That Utah PTA encourages implementation of up-to-date and effective vision screenings in
schools; and be it further

Resolved, That Utah PTA encourage the use of volunteers and trained professionals to assist in school
vision screenings, as stated in UCA 53A-11-203; and be it further

Resolved, That Utah PTA will seek and support legislation that will improve the awareness and
detection of learning-related vision problems that adversely affect students in the
classroom, and provide necessary funding for such actions.
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