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FOSTER CARE STANDARDS 

 
 
Whereas, Some children and youth in Utah are living in situations deemed by the Division of Child and Family 

Services as neglectful, abusive, or unsafe;1, 2 and 
 
Whereas, Some youth in Utah need to be removed from their homes and placed in temporary and quality foster 

homes for their safety and well-being; and there were 4,666 children in foster care in 2016 and in 
2017 there were approximately 1,300 foster families available in Utah;3, 4 and 

 
Whereas, Clear standards have been defined by Utah’s Division of Child and Family Services and Office of 

Licensing in regard to criteria for acceptance as foster care providers;5, 6 and 
 
Whereas, Foster parents are reimbursed for caring for children below the average daycare expenses in Utah;7, 8 

and    
 
Whereas, In 2016, Guardian ad litem attorneys had on average 140 children on their caseloads at any given 

time, making it difficult to give each of the children adequate attention;9, 10 and 
 
Whereas, Studies indicate that the impact on an adult from experiencing out-of-home care as a child include: 

poorer school performance, higher rates of school dropout, increased use of public assistance, higher 
rates of homelessness, arrest, and chemical dependency, lower marriage rates, and poorer mental and 
physical health;11, 12, 13 now, therefore, be it 

 
Resolved, That Utah PTA advocate for resources to help parents keep children in their own homes whenever it 

is in the best interest of the child; and be it further 
 
Resolved, That Utah PTA and its constituent associations promote the recruitment of more foster/adoptive 

families; encourage PTA members to become licensed foster/adoptive families; and continue to work 
with the Division of Child and Family services and the legislature to ensure that standards are not 
lowered in order to generate a greater number of approved foster care providers; and be it further 

 
Resolved, That Utah PTA and its constituent associations, advocate for an increase in funding, a raise in the 

out-of-home reimbursement rate and funding for some childcare expenses of foster children to ensure 
quality foster homes and services; and be it further 

 
Resolved, That Utah PTA encourage the legislature to pass laws that will ensure that the best interests of the 

child be given primary emphasis in placement matters; and be it further 
 
Resolved, That Utah PTA encourage programs that would promote community support and awareness for the 

foster care family; and be it further 
 
Resolved, That Utah PTA and its constituent associations, advocate for more Court Appointed Special 

Advocates (CASA), lighter caseloads for the guardian ad litem charged with advocating for the foster 
child and any other legislation or volunteerism that helps foster children have more one on one time 
with an advocate to promote the best interests of the child in court or on the care team; and be it 
further 

 
Resolved, That Utah PTA and its constituent bodies support educational guidelines, procedures, and laws that 

ensure and protect the rights of a student in foster care to a public education.  
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