
Why I am Proud of my Veteran
By Shaneen Takmili 

I am proud of my veteran for many reasons, however there is one reason in specific as to why I am proud of my 
veteran. That reason is sacrifice. My father has sacrificed so much throughout his life. This sacrifice has been seen 
in every aspect of his life.

My dad has been a part of the military long before I was born. From a very early age, I can remember him leaving 
for periods of time, in a camouflage uniform but never really understanding where he would go. All I knew was 
that my father was going away, but he’d eventually be back home. As I grew, I came to understand that he was 
going to work in order to provide for my family and also, to fight for and protect our nation’s freedoms. Now as to 
what he was doing, I would imagine it to be action packed gun fights. As time continued and I matured and learned 
about our government, military, and just how necessary both are, my appreciation for my veteran grew as well. 
I started to ask my father questions as to what he does at work, and what does his job with the military entailed. 
While I couldn’t know everything, I knew enough to understand that his job requires a lot of his time, and that 
he must love his country and family so much, that he is willing to sacrifice his own time in order to protect what 
he loves. It wasn’t until later in my life that I fully understood why he would decide to make so many sacrifices.

My veteran wasn’t born in the United States. He moved here at a very young age, with very little to his name. 
America, being the country it is, gave him an opportunity to make something of himself. My dad took full 
advantage of any and every opportunity that came his way. As he was growing up in the states he had to work very 
hard. He did everything he could to make things work for him. From working graveyard shifts while attending 
school, to learning an entire knew language and to adapt to a completely foreign culture. My father has expressed 
to me multiple times how grateful he was for the opportunities and the freedoms he received when he  came to 
the states. He also describes how he always had a passion and felt the need to repay the country that gave him 
so much. He decided to return the favor by joining the military, understanding the risks involved as well as the 
sacrifices required in doing so. I love my veteran very much, and proud doesn’t come close to describing how I 
feel about him and what he’s done for my family and I.
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I am Shaheen Takmili, and I am 18 years old. I am in the 12th grade at Riverton High 
School. I enjoy studying English and History. I am one of five children. Upon graduating, 
I am planning to serve a full time mission for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints. I love spending time outdoors, hiking and fishing. My favorite sport is Rugby. I 
like the fact that the atmosphere and the culture of rugby is far different than any other 
sport.

When I’m not playing sports, spending time with family, or hanging out with friends, you 
can find me on the couch relaxing. I love listening to good music of any genre or time 
period. I am a firm believer that everyone is entitled to their own personal time. I spend 
my personal time watching movies and the television show, “The Office.” I love a good 
afternoon nap and believe that naps should be taken often.
 
            I have a very deep appreciation for the members of the armed forces who risk their 

lives to protect our nation’s freedoms. I particularly love and am proud of my Veteran, who sacrifices so much in order to protect the 
country he cares so much about.


